
AP Language and Composition Summer Assignment (2022-2023)
Potomac Falls High School, English Department

Hello future AP Language and Composition students!

This summer, we invite you to participate in the larger conversations happening in the world around you!
Completing this summer assignment will enable you to enter the AP English Language classroom with
knowledge of the current issues facing Americans and global citizens, empowering you to confidently
participate in our class discussions and more.

Directions: Please complete the following three current events assignments prior to the first day of school. There
is a written response template provided for you at the end of this document. Please copy it for each source and
type your responses in the table. You will be instructed to submit your assignment to Turnitin via Schoology
prior to Labor Day weekend.

MEDIA GENRE DIRECTIONS LINKS TO RESOURCES

Journalism

DO: Read two opinion articles from a major
news source.

● The links provided are based on the reliable
sources index.

● Make sure that you are reading a
“columnist’s” article, not letters to the editor.

● Find a topic that interests you!

● Complete a written response (template) for
each source

NY Times
The Washington Post
The Atlantic
The Wall Street Journal
The New Yorker
Politico
Time Magazine
The Christian Science Monitor
USA Today
CNN
Bloomberg Business

Podcast

DO: Choose one episode of a podcast from
the list given.  The episode should be around
45 minutes long.

● The links provided are based on the most
credible sources with current topics in
discussion.

● Explore a bit and find a topic that interests
you!

● Complete a written response (template) for
the podcast.

NPR Podcasts
PBS News Hour
The Argument
Sustaina Babble
Today in Focus
The Takeaway
The Slow Newscast
The Take
The Daily

https://www.nytimes.com/section/opinion/columnists
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/
https://www.theatlantic.com/
https://www.wsj.com/news/opinion/latest-opinion-analysis-columns
https://www.newyorker.com/news/our-columnists
https://www.politico.com/news/opinion
https://time.com/tag/the-awesome-column/
https://www.csmonitor.com/Commentary
https://www.usatoday.com/opinion/columnist/
https://www.cnn.com/opinions
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion
https://www.npr.org/podcasts-and-shows/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/podcasts
https://tunein.com/podcasts/News--Politics-Podcasts/The-Argument-p1163525/
https://www.sustainababble.fish/
https://www.theguardian.com/news/series/todayinfocus
https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/takeaway
https://www.tortoisemedia.com/listen/the-slow-newscast/
https://www.aljazeera.com/podcasts/the-take-2/
https://www.nytimes.com/column/the-daily


Documentary
Film

DO: Choose one full-length (not
episodic) documentary you have
not already seen and on a topic you are
interested in learning more about.

● The documentary must have been published

between 2018-2022.

● The links provided are websites that offer

free viewing. If you have a Netflix

subscription, then feel free to peruse their

site.

● You are responsible for choosing the rating of

the film that you are allowed to view.

● Complete a written response (template) for
the documentary.

PBS Frontline

National Geographic

Films for Action

Documentary 24

Documentary Tube

Pluto TV Documentary Channel

The Documentary Network

Learn Out Loud Documentaries

TEMPLATE FOR WRITTEN RESPONSES:

Title: Author: Date: Publisher:

Summarize the authorʼs main argument: What evidence does the author provide? What other perspectives does the author
include or discuss  aside from their own (if
any):

What did you notice about the way the
argument was presented that was
effective or persuasive?

What points does the author make that you
agree with and why?

What points does the author make that you
disagree with and why?

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/
https://films.nationalgeographic.com/all-films
https://www.filmsforaction.org/
https://www.documentary24.com/
https://www.documentary24.com/
https://pluto.tv/en/search/details/channels/pluto-tv-documentaries/
https://www.youtube.com/user/Documentary
https://www.learnoutloud.com/Free-Documentaries

